
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



66 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 

Outline Study of Law. — By Isaac Franklin Russell, D. C. L., 
LL.D., Professor of Law in New York University. Third Edi- 
tion. New York: Baker, Voorhis & Co. Pp. xix, 344. 

The principal fault to be found with Professor Russell's little 
book is that it masquerades under a false title and in a deceptive 
garb. It should be bound in the green cloth of the essayist instead 
of law buckram, and should have been entitled, " Rambling Reflec- 
tions of a Jurist," or "Scintillations from a Legal Luminary," in- 
stead of " Outline Study of Law." For it is neither a " study" nor 
an "outline" of law, nor can it possibly serve the purpose an- 
nounced in the preface, "a first book in law and a general intro- 
duction to the whole body of American jurisprudence. " Title, form 
and announced purpose apart, the little volume answers its real pur- 
pose well enough. No sage and serious-minded person looks for 
discipline in law or for exposition of legal doctrine to a course of 
lenten lectures delivered by a brilliant lawyer and wit to a women's 
law class, and in this compendium and syllabus of such a course 
nothing so serious and out of place as legal instruction is to be 
found. Instead, we have the easy discourse of a cultivated man, 
equally interested in books and in affairs, upon a great number 
of topics, some of them having to do with the law and more of them 
with the conduct of life; a philosophy not too profound, a learn- 
ing not too high for human nature's daily food. And what a range! 
From strenuous living, as exemplified in the prize-ring and the foot- 
ball field, to the Austinian theory of sovereignty, from codification to 
contingent remainders, from the Pentateuchal jurisprudence to the 
Hague Conference of 1899. The lectures, as a whole, are decid- 
edly clever, are smartly written, and, though superficial, are by no 
means flippant or trifling. If accuracy, instead of picturesqueness 
and raciness, had been a desideratum, the reference to the doubtful 
jus prima noctis (page 260) might well have been omitted, and the 
good taste of certain passages on pages 305 and 330 is more than 
doubtful. There are minor inaccuracies enough, especially where 
accuracy is of the essence of the matter, as in the treatment of the 
feudal system; but the book is, in general, sound and reliable. 
There are many who like this sort of thing and many more who 
would be benefited and stimulated by it; and while it will drive no 
one to the serious study of law, it may well turn the general reader 
from his newspaper and magazine to the more inviting aspects of 
sociology, politics and jurisprudence. This, whether intended or 
not, is a real service and goes far to redeem the book from the 
reproach which its too pretentious title and aim must visit upon it. 

Hand-Book of the Law of Bills and Notes. — By Charles P. 
Norton, Lecturer on Bills and Notes in the Buffalo Law School. 



